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A CPS Spokesperson said: "Following the halting of the trial of Ms Contostavlos and 
Mr Coombs we took steps to identify current and past cases involving Mr Mahmood 
as a prosecution witness. We made it our immediate priority to carefully look into live 
prosecutions in accordance with the Code for Crown Prosecutors and any past 
cases which involved a defendant still in custody. There were no concluded cases 
where a defendant was still in custody, but we identified three live cases; each case 
was looked at individually and no evidence was offered as we concluded that there 
was no longer a realistic prospect of a conviction.  

"We are now considering past cases which resulted in a conviction in criminal courts 
in England and Wales based on evidence provided by Mr Mahmood, and have 
identified 25 cases. As part of this process, over the coming weeks, CPS Areas will 
be contacting representatives of the defendants - or defendants themselves as 
necessary - convicted in these cases in order to provide them with a disclosure 
pack - details of material which they may consider undermines the conviction in a 
specific case. 

"When making a charging decision, each case and the evidence provided to us is 
assessed on its own merit and a decision is made in accordance with the Code for 
Crown Prosecutors. If, after the conclusion of proceedings, new material comes to 
light that may cast doubt upon the safety of a conviction, we have a duty to consider 
disclosure. By providing disclosure packs to the defence, consideration can be given 
as to whether or not this material might cast doubt upon the safety of any 
convictions.     

"We are providing this information to defence representatives to allow them to 
consider whether there is any basis for their client's case to be referred to the Court 
of Appeal or to the Criminal Case Review Commission (CCRC). We have also 
provided the disclosure packs to the Law Society, CCRC and relevant regulatory 
bodies that we are aware of and who have had cases involving Mr Mahmood.  

"The safety of convictions is of paramount importance to the CPS. Therefore if 
defence representatives have not been contacted by the end of December and 
provided with a disclosure pack, then we would invite them to contact their local CPS 
office in order to provide their details and to request a pack.   

"Care should be taken when reporting matters relating to Mr Mahmood to ensure it 
does not affect the fairness of future proceedings as a police investigation in remains 
ongoing." 
 
 
 


